V 

o 
% 


i 

! 


i 


Hanks  Family 


Children  of 
Joseph  Hanks,  Sr. 


Mary 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


0  c. 


- 


July  31,  1934 


Mr.  William  C.  Friend 
503  I*  Adams  St. 
Havana,  Illinois 

My  dear  Mr.  Friendt 

Vfhile  we  have  evidence  that  the  Hanks  and 
Friend  families  inter-married,  you  have  been  mis- 
informed about  Catherine  Kanks  being  a  sister  of  ilancy 
Hanks,  mother  of  Abraham  Lincoln.    Nancy  Hanks  was  an 
only  daughter. 

On  the  attached  slip  of  paper,  however,  I 
am  giving  you  the  lianks»Friend  connection*    We  have  a 
great  many  records  and  documents  here  on  the  Friend 
family  and  inasmuch  as  I  lived  in  Hodgenville,  Kentucky 
for  three  years,  I  know  a  great  uany  of  the  Friend 
families  personally. 

If  we  can  be  of  further  assistance  to  you,  do 
not  hesitate  to  call  upon  us. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


LAWsLH 


Director 


Squire   Hail's  Bother  was  Xiaiiey  Panics 's  aunt*  *fe on  squire  Hall  died. 
October  5.  1651  ,    his  wife  ear        &  herfan&ly(J*  J.Kalljf    was  nor  old© 
son)  and  lived  with  Shomas  jJuicoln's  widow*  sho&as  -iacoln  died 
January  16*  l*i51*   x.  Mall  has  lived  in  the  cabin    from  that  ti  e  until 
..area  14.  1890.  fie  now  lives  on  the  place  in  a  nm  md  1  x    r  house, 
about  haf  a  mile  west  fro^  the  cabin* n 

"siulre  Kail's  mother  ms  J&ncy  ^an&s's  aunt."  2h©  ©nl^  ossible 

way  in  v^hich  that  could  hare  bean  true  v.- as  by  the  Marriage  of  nancy 

Kanlss,  daughter  of  Jose  a t  to  Levi  Aall,  aether  of  Squire  and  s,.iliiaa. 

2he  cth  r  three    Ewnks  sisters  are  all  allocated  to  their  several 

husbands*  2h©  marriage  of  lacy  to  ^enry  Sparrow  ?&s  iprlX  f4  1791f 

and  we  shall  have  more  to  aa^  about  them.  Elisabeth  Banks  narried 

rho  .as  op  arrow*  the  bond  beari       date  October  17,  1736.  L  .iry  or 

Pol  y  Hanks  married  Jesse  Frlen^fcsmber  10.  ana  is  the  onlj  one  ox 

the  Haa&s  sifters  for  whom  there  has  bo  n  no  atteqpt  to  invent  a 

substitute  or    a  husband.    2his    senenee  in  I»oa  and  Hutchinson's 

2ho  >jt.q  \  stry  of  ^ncolguntai, .  -s  not  on©   affirmation  that  is  not 

gross sly  false? 

"Charles  Friend  laarried  Uaney  Sparrow,  daughter  of  whomas  and 
i&isabotn (Shipley)  sparrow,  -~m  had  a  son,  "  .    ..3  frieat,  wheaaft 
subsequent  assumption  of  the  narnc  of  Hanks  ft  as  gr  atly  inereas&l 
the  jjopular  confusion  in  the  Hanks  pedigree."  (p.  1££)« 

Charles  friend  die  not  marry  jfunoy  Sparrow,  am  there  W*0  no 

^aricy  Sparrow,  daughter  of  Thomas ,anc  there  was  no   .lizab  th 

Shipley  Sparrow.and  Mentis  was  not  the  son  of  any  ,lisal>  th  but  of 

nancy  Hanks  the  daughter  of  Joa^h,  and  his  bamo  araa  always 

iiani»,  though  his  father  was  Churl as  TttW9t0msi  he  did  not  increase 

the  p .„'pular  confusion  in  the  Hanks  pedigree,  vjiich  was  an  honor 

reserved  for  „jrs.  Hitchcock,  and    Loa  anu  Hutchinson  and  those  who 

have  foil  wed  their  misinformation* 
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July  14,  1938 


Mr.  William  C.  Friend  . 
Havana,  Illinois 

My  dear  Mr.  Friend: 

It  is  vary  difficult  for  ma  to  discover  anything 
about  the  descendants,  of  Jessie  and  Polly  Friend.    Could  you 
give  me  the  name  of  Jessie  and  Polly  Friend's  children?  I 
shotld  like  very  much  to  have  thera  and  any  other  information 
about  tha  descendants  of  Jessie  Friend.    We  do  have  a  fairly 
good  account  of  Charles  Friend  and  his  descendants,  but  not 
of  Jessie.    We  will  appreciate  very  much  any  help  that  you 
can  give  us  along  this  line. 

Vflgp  truly  yours, 


LAW:  SB 


Director 
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August  2,  1938 


Mr.  William  0.  Friend 
Havana,  Illinois 

My  dear  Mr.  Friends 

I  am  Indeed  glad  to  have  word  from  you  with 
reference  to  the  family  of  Jessie  Friend  who  married 
Mary  o?  Polly  Hanks  on  December  10,  1795. 

By  1821  Jessie*  s  wife  was  dead  and  he  married 
a  second  time,  Mrs.  Mary  Scott,  a  widow  of  3111  tha  Scott. 

We  have  baen  unable ,  however,  to  find  anything 
about  the  children,  although  X  think  there  were  several, 
in  fact,  we  have  one  record  which  iiaplies  there  were 
several  children  in  the  family. 

We  would  be  very  much  interested  indeed  to  learn 
the  names  of  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  James  Friend  if 
it  is  possible  to  learn  anything  about  them.    If  you  could 
find  out  where  Jessie  Friend  is  burled,  possibly  that  would 
lead  us  to  the  place  where  his  descendants  settled  and  the 
time  of  his  death  also  might  help  us  to  make  a  more  complete 
record  about  him.  * 

I  lived  in  Hodgenville,  Kentucky,  for  three  or 
four  years  and  knew  a  great  many  descendants  of  the  Friend 
family,  who  still  live  there.    None  of  them  seemed  to  know 
anything  about  Jess--  Friend,  most  of  them  having  descended 
from  Charles  Friend,  who  remained  in  Kentucky. 

Very  truly  yours, 


la  1 : 0  Director 
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Commonwealth 
vs 

^narlee  ^rietid 

This  day  came  ^Tancy  Rilev  before  me    Isom  ^nlow  one  of  the  common- 
wealth justices, and  made  oath  that  she  was  delivered  o<  a  bastard  male 
child  in  Hariin  County  on  the  seventh  day  of  November       the  years© 
1SC3  »nd  that  a  certain  Charles  friend  is  the  father  pi  it*  -his  its 

in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Kentucky  to  authorize  and  requaet 
vou  to  take  into  vour  custody  the  body  of  the  said  Friend  and  him 
have  before  me  or"  some  other  justice  of  the  peace  of  hardm  -ountv 
that  he  may  be  dealt  with  as  the  law  directs-  ■'ail  not  ,e'ivenunder 
my  ham  anl  seal  the  8th  day  of  ?eb*  1803 

TQ  Mr.  William  Mc  Clure  Snnstable 

You  are  hereby  authorized  to  sumrrons  a  sufficient  guard  to  ormg 

him  forthwith' 

%rdin  Countv  C0urt  -  Jud^eoents  and  other  papers  Jan  18C9-Js.n  1811 
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Inventory  Banner  ^tieads  Estate 

An  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Baaner  Friend  deceased 
appraised  by  the  subscribers  being  first  sworn; 

Cn*  nesrro  "gov  named  ^iok   fc  JO*  C.  0 

0me  ba?  io~*e  —   13 •  °n 

On*  silver  w-tch   j}«  ®"  n 

9n=  pi  ir  ov- -alls   ^'  a  n 

3  pair  stockings   ?•  ~*  * 

3  waits  d^nin  shirts    t°,^*  ^ 

,       n         «  "   ,   0,1.5.  0 

Stoskings  , drawers, and  great  coat   2**?*  ? 

One  suit  of  olotnsa   J.  4-  o 

3  coats      i 

"i-amnc oat,  silk  naaf.  janss   u 

2ne  saddle    S 

0n,  ox  yoke   J-  f-  § 

One  *tooV-i  :ore  -ran    *•  -~°  J: 

3  oridie  .it,   -ir^rfrr 


Given  nnder  oar  hands  ****      Deo  33 

Coarod  -liters  re^t.  John  P*ul 

I  to  t  *nlows 

^obt»^odgeft« 

Hardin  County  ^ourt    »ill  3ook  A    paSe  1. 
(Tnii  la  the  first  inventory  of  est  tes  filed  In  t*§L00«|t7' 


FRIEND  FAMILY 
of 

Hardin  County,  Ky. 


Children  of  ^saac  Friend,  Sr. 

(a)  Isaac,  Jr.         Married  Susanna  Peake  January  21,  1813. 

Possibly  she  was  not  his  first  wife. 

This  family  remained  in  Hardin  &  La&ue  Co^anties. 

(d)  Jesse  Married  (1)  Mary  Hanks,  Dec.  10,  1795. 

(2)  Mary  Scott  (widow)  Nov.  1,  1821. 
First  wife  possibly  an  aunt  of  Nancy  Hanks  Lincoln 

(c)  Andrew  Married  Catherine  Lee,  Oct.  3,  1795. 

Several  children  but  names  not  known  settled  in 
Indiana  and  Illinois. 

(d)  Sarah  Married  Bzrial  Wilcox,  April  15,  1794. 

Children  unknown. 

Moved  to  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

(e)  Mary  Married  Barnabas  Brown,  June  3,  1800. 

Children  -  James,  Ruben,  Elizabeth(who  married  Jolm 
0' Daniel) ,  Nancy 

(f)  Fielding  Married  Elizabeth  Culley 

Children  -  Harriet,  Charles,  Jolm  E. ,  Robert  C. , 
James  E.,  Richard  C. 


A.   :i.  Brown's  Letters  to  Col.  R.   T.  Durrett 

£:;:cerpts 


'.ay  13,lS£c 


. ....   ■  jt  has  been  a  debatable  'fact  in  the  neighborhood 
of  godgenville  whether  Abraham  L^ooln  was  the  son  of 
Abraham  yincoln,  or  the  son  of  George  Brown field,  I  knew 
both  Enlow  and  Erov.nfield  personally  and  I  have  always 
been  satisfied  that  he  was  the  son  of  %eorge  Brownfield 
from  the  the  fact  of  the  striking  resemblance."   


June  17,  1386 

....   (Tradition  of  Mrs.  ; :~.xy  F.  Churchill) 

"She  (Mrs  Churchill)  said  Aunt  ^etsy  Middle ton  and 
I  Irs.  Whitehead,  Mrs.  Middle ton's  sister,  told  her  that 
Thomas  Lincoln  and  Nancy  Hanks  were  married  at  -*r.  Todd's 
nho  at  that  time  was  living  about  three  miles    south  east 
of  Hodgenville  on  the  Little  South  Fork  of  Nolin  nrhere 
Old  setty  Cessna  lived!  Nancy  was  at  that  time  working  for  and 
living  at  ^r.  Todd's,  and  thatv  Thomas  Lincoln  was  working 
for  and  living  at  Robert  HOdgins*  then  the  owner  of  Hodgen'B 

Mill   R-uiuor  says  that  Nancy  Had  one  child  before  the 

marriage  to  Thomas  Lincoln,  a  son,  the  father  of. whom  was 
Isaac  Friend.  n 
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